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were created; not only were the main forces of
nature worshipped, but gradually all the feelings,
passions, and faculties of the mind became
personified and deified ; remarkable objects became
regarded as manifestations oi the gods ; departed
heroes devolved into incarnations of the Almighty.
The most extraordinary fables and legends, founded
perhaps on outlines of fact, were related regarding
the deified personages.
This was the state of affairs which existed when
the Indo-Aryans had been settled for several
centuries on the banks of the Sarasviti. It was
there that the Rig Veda was composed ; there the
system of Brahrnanism arose ; and there the
complicated religion of Hinduism originated.